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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4012

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Regal a, Ei ckneyer, Buck, C enents, Anderson, Veloria
and Conway

Read first tinme 02/19/1999. Referred to Conmmittee on Natural
Resour ces.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, Washington state contains a rich diversity of forests,
rivers, seacoasts, grasslands, deserts, and other habitats, and an
equal |y diverse population of fish and wldlife, all of which require
by | aw sone | evel of protection and responsi bl e managenent by federal,
state, and |ocal agencies; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton state al so contains a | arge nunber and variety
of outstanding recreational facilities and opportunities, including
t hree nati onal parks, a national vol cani c nonunent, one hundred twenty-
five state parks, and many |ocal parks, trails, water access areas,
sw nm ng pools, and sports fields; and

VWHEREAS, Qutdoor recreation and wildlife enjoynent are inportant
elements of the Northwest way of Ilife. A large mjority of
Washi ngton’s residents and visitors actively pursue and enjoy a range
of outdoor recreation activities, from active sports such as soccer,
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softball, swmmng, and bicycling, to outdoor and wldlife-rel ated
pursuits such as hiking, canping, canoeing, and wildlife observation;
and

VWHEREAS, OQutdoor recreation and wldlife enjoynent are also
i nportant el ements of Washi ngton’ s econony. For exanple, a 1996 survey
conducted by the United States fish and wildlife service showed that
annual wildlife-related recreation expenditures exceeded one hundred
billion dollars, alnobst three billion dollars spent in Wshington
st at e. Wldlife viewing alone accounts for nore than twenty-one
t housand jobs in Washington state; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton’s popul ation is one of the fastest-growng in
the United States, with an even faster-growing public demand for
wildlife conservation, wldlife-related recreation, and outdoor
recreation facilities; and

VWHEREAS, The federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) was
created in 1965 to preserve, develop, and assure that all Anericans
have access to quality outdoor recreation. 1In the thirty years since
its creation, LWCF has funded the acquisition of alnpbst seven mllion
acres of parkland, water resources, wldlife habitat open space, and
t he devel opnent of nore than thirty-seven thousand state, nunicipal,
and | ocal parks and recreation projects. In recent years, LWCF fundi ng
for federal projects has been reduced by nore than half and fundi ng for
state projects has been entirely elimnated; and

WHEREAS, Washington and other states |ack adequate, dedicated
funding for fish and wildlife protection and nanagenent, especially for
t hose species which are not hunted and fished and which are not |isted
as threatened or endangered. In 1980, Congress passed the Fish and
Wl dlife Conservation Act (P.L. 96-366) which was intended to address
the protection and managenent of nonhunted w ldlife species, but the
act was never funded, leaving the entire responsibility to the states;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
pass legislationto restore and revitalize federal funding for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund. Lands shall be open for public use and
enj oynment . We pray that Congress create a new dedicated fund for
state-level fish and wildlife managenent, which would be adm ni stered
by the United States fish and wldlife service.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
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1 of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe
2 State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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